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the case of Portugal



B&RI from a regional to a Global project

• Reinforcing the regional discourse as a global discourse  - the case of the forums 

created by China 

•

• Exportation of a  Chinese perspective on international relations and the type of 

cooperation that should be followed

B&RI as a booster for scientific cooperation: the case of Portugal



Climbing on the value chain

• Economic

• Discursive

• Scientific
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Three keywords in the B&RI: 

• dialogue 

• connectivity 

• cooperation

people exchange
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On the 5th anniversary of the B&RI launching, 
President Xi Jinping called attention to “solid 

outcomes”

scientific cooperation can be part of it
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From a 
student 

exporter to a 
scientific 

global player

Leading 200 
science cities
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From a 
student 

exporter to a 
scientific 

global player

Country/
territory 

tables
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How can B&RI boost scientific cooperation?

By combining research with global governance
Digital Silk Road; Health Silk Road go beyond trade ties 

need scientific support
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Why China/Portugal?

• Historical and cultural ties – Macau
• Development of specific scientific skills in the last decades
• Defence of international/global governance
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Why China/Portugal?

• Specific areas of scientific interest: ocean, health, 
digitalisation, international governance, etc.

• Portugal joined the B&RI and one of the results of President XI 
Jinping’s visit to Lisbon was the solidification of technical and 
scientific cooperation, which reflects the political relevance 
given to this area 
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